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Highlights on Maan Ki Baat 

National Seminar on Marine Litter – Best Management Practices 

 
The National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM), Ministry of Environment, 

Forest & Climate Change organized a National Seminar on "Marine Litter – Best 

Management Practices" on April 27, 2023, at 3.00 p.m. (onwards), commemorating the 100th 

episode of Mann ki Baat, under the leadership of Dr. Purvaja Ramachandran, Acting Director, 

NCSCM. 

 

A total of 70 participants, including scientists from various backgrounds, consultants, 

academicians, individual practitioners, and students from various colleges and universities, 

attended the seminar in hybrid mode. 

 

In her inaugural address, the Acting Director, NCSCM, informed  that the Hon’ble Prime 

Minister is addressing the nation every month in "Mann Ki Baat"" episodes on various thematic 

areas, sharing his thoughts on case studies at the individual, community, and country levels. 

Further, she added that coastal communities are particularly susceptible to the converging 

impacts of marine litter and climate change. These episodes served as a foundation for 

developing circular economy solutions for marine litter in coastal ecosystems. 

 

Further, she addressed the Government of India's initiative to mitigate the impacts of marine 

litter; various campaigns are undertaken, such as the Swachha Sagar Abhiyan, Suchitwa 

Sagaram, Swachch Sagar, and Surakshit Sagar. Best litter management practises, such as 

LiFE- Lifestyle for Environment, eco-labelling of beaches, trash booms in urban rivers, and the 

implementation of the polluter pays principle, are followed in our country to promote a 

sustainable blue economy.  

 

In the seminar, NCSCM released the two scientific articles published in Zoological Survey of 

India (Volume 123, Special Issue) [https://www.recordsofzsi.com/index.php/zsoi] and four 

generic articles on Marine Litter Best Management Practises https://ncscm.res.in/publications/ 

as a means of raising awareness among a broad range of readers. 

 

NCSCM scientists shared the outcome and findings of their studies with the audience. The 

studies evaluated the existing policies, regulations, and management practises related to 

plastic waste in India. Additionally, NCSCM is involved in many beach clean-up programmes 

https://www.recordsofzsi.com/index.php/zsoi
https://ncscm.res.in/publications/
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and is part of national-level workshops and initiatives aimed at better marine litter management 

practises. 

 

Prof. Kurian Joseph, Director, Centre for Climate Change and Disaster Management 

(CCCDM), & Professor, Centre for Environmental Studies, Anna University, Chennai 

highlighted circular economy solutions and best management practices to prevent marine 

litter. Also, he emphasised the need for several steps to combat the issue of plastic pollution 

by conducting coastal and beach cleaning activities on a regular basis. Further, he addressed 

that government initiatives include a phase-out of single-use plastics, Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR) and a citizen science approach to coastal and marine ecosystem 

conservation. Various urban local bodies are working towards source reduction, which 

addresses how the products are manufactured and purchased, ultimately reducing waste 

generation. Hence, policy recommendations are suggested to improve the health of coastal 

and marine ecosystems.  

 

Dr. P. Krishan, Director, Bay of Bengal Programme, Chennai highlighted the concern about 

fishing related litter rising in the Bay of Bengal region. He emphasised the need of adequate 

reception facilities, material recovery facilities for plastic and waste management facilities 

close to fishing harbours may help to motivate fishers to bring garbage back to port instead of 

discarding it overboard. Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of life 

FGs, is an example of a policy approach towards extended producer responsibility at a 

regional scale. At present, there exist many challenges in closing the loop for plastics from 

waste collection, segregation, capacity, and availability of recyclers as well as economic 

feasibility. Further he addressed that the Swachch Bharat Unnat Bharat (waste to wealth) 

mission was put forth for the scientific processing of waste to create a zero landfill and zero 

waste nation. This will serve as a common platform for technology providers, government 

stakeholders, urban local bodies, and other users to seek relevant solutions. He also 

emphasised the national and international policies to manage the marine litter.  

 

An interactive session was conducted to debate the critical findings of the scientific work 

related to the circular economy, source reduction, waste renewable energy, and the reduction 

and elimination of single-use plastics. 
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